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This aerial vietw of the 1919 Newcastle-built
Goorangai, shows a typical trawler layout. She

- Was sunk with all hands in November 1940. GKA.

| 2
B by Graeme Andrews*
ey .

S y,

For 10 or so years after the end of World War Two a dozen
or so small, scruffy steam ships could regularly be seen
plodding in and out of Port Jackson, usually accompanied
by a pall of coal smcke.

These were the days when almost all the fish consumed
in New South Wales was caught by local estuarine or deep
sea trawlers. These seaworthy little steamers, all well past
their prime, maintained a steady schedule of 9-10 day cruises
with two companies operating most of the trawler fleet.

The two best-known trawler fleets were those of Red
Funnel Trawlers and of Cam and Sons Ltd. The Red Funnel
ships were perhaps better known to me as they worked from
Woolloomooloo Bay where | was often in port as a member
of the Royal Australian Navy.

The Cam's fleet worked up-harbour, from Blackwattle
Bay, just inside the south east end of the Glebe Island bridge,
from a finger wharf at No 1 Bank St.

The story of Cams is not just an interesting tale of 30

interesting tale of the arrival in Australia and the acceptance
of an ltalian family who did it all the hard way and made
good.

David Cam, of Wahroonga, is @ member of that family
whose curiosity about his background caused him to hire
historian and writer Stuart Cooke to pull together the family
story in the form of an unpublished book.

| am grateful to have been allowed by David Cam to
produce this brief summary of the story which is illustrated
by photographs from my collection and from the Davidson
Collection which is available to the public through the
Sydney Heritage Fleet.

Rocco Caminiti arrived in NSW in 1881 as one of many
Italians seeking a better life away from the political troubles
of the ltalian ‘boot.’

Rocco’s early efforts to find a place for himself are beyond
the scope of this article but he was involved in the formation
of what is now known as ‘Little Italy’ an early attempt to
provide an ltalian farming community on the NSW north

years of a family company but is perhaps an even more
Stockist of:-

CI l I Burke, Gill, Henry Lloyd and Musto Wet Weather Gear.
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B A I I N Navman Electronic and Navigation Equipment
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www.cityboating.com.au
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It was a quiet foggy day on July 7, 1952
as the 1922-built Goonambee heads out to 4
sea. She was broken up in 1958. Davidson
Collection, Sydney Heritage Fleet.

coast. Rocco was more of a seaman than a farmer and,
having gained a wife, Catarina Gava, he gave up farming
and hied himself back to Sydney and worked afloat. In the
1903 census he is given as ‘fisherman’.

Just four years later, in 1907, aged 58 and with five sons
and two daughters, he died.

In 1913 one of Rocco’s sons Carlo (then 31) who had
continued harbour fishing from a small boat, opened a fish
shop in Drummoyne. He continued to provide some of the fish
through his own efforts with line and net. Carlo did well.

Over some years the NSW government had tried to
establish and sustain a State Fishery but by about 1923,
not long before the Great Depression came along, the
NSW fishing fleet was placed on the market. Carlo had
funds enough to buy one trawler Goonambee in 1923 with
a second ship in the following year. From these two ships
Carlo Caminiti and his family was able to develop a fishing
fleet that worked from that time for about 30 years.

Carlo’s business expanded and by 1932 with businesses
and land values crashing all around him, he was able to

buy land at 1 Bank St, Pyrmont and erect the appropriate
buildings for the fishing wharves which he then built on
foreshore leased from the Sydney Harbour Trust. At this
new base his expanding fleet unloaded, stored ship and
carried out maintenance, all close to Sydney and all right
on the tram-line!

In 1934 the company was reconstituted as Cams and
Sons Ltd. With family members taking a variety of roles.
The fleet included Beryl I, Alfie Cam, Olive Cam, Mary
Camand Goorangai. The need for a secure and economical
supply of coal caused the company to lease a coal mine
near Swansea. The Aberfield Mine’s purpose was to keep
the trawlers fuelled but excess coal capacity went onto the
market. Another mine was soon acquired.

In 1939 Carlos (Charles) went to Europe intending to buy
more ships and fish canning equipment. It was probably an
interesting trip as Charles was getting old and Europe was
heading for war. Returning to Australia, Charles appointed
son-in-law John Reid as General Manager, accepting that
the purchases he had made might not actually reach
Australia,

STUART PEARCE

MARINE ENGINEERING

Get Your Motor Running

VOLVO
PENTA

* Supply & Installation - new and budget marine diesel engines
* Authorised Volvo Penta dealer: sales, support and service
* Engineering solutions for all your mechanical problems

* Large repair service facility suitable for big or small jobs

* 45 ton travel lift, hardstand for long and short term projects
* Conveniently located at Fenwicks Marina on the Hawkesbury River

Stluart Pearce Marine Engineering abn 4«51 614 179
21 Brooklyn Rd, Brooklyn NSW 2083 Ph: 02 9985 7885 Fax: 02 9985 7991 Email: ¢ art@boatspares,convat
Web: www.boatspares.com.au Member of BIA & MIMRA
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The end of the line for the Cam fleet. Mary Cam (at left) and
Goonambee lie at the Banlk Street wharf in August 1956.
Davidson Collection, Sydney Heritage Fleet.

A good move was to Anglicize his name. As Carlos
Caminetti, he felt he might soon carry a name not too
popular. He became Charles Cam by Deed Poll on July
31, 1940 and, probably still anticipating loyalty questions,
offered some of his fleet to the RAN for patrol work.

Steamn trawlers made good coastal naval ships and
soon Beryl I, Goorangai, and Olive Cam were taken over
(all 1939) followed by Alfie Cam, Goonambie and Samuel
Benbow in 1940. It left just one ship Duranbee in the ‘fleet’
with a looming fish shortage in Sydney.

Naturally, as the Federal Government took control of
the fishing fleet it demanded that Cam and Co Ltd catch
and provide more fish!

JolvofIulse’

The right pitch for
every situation

Optimum Performance - Adjustable Pitch Setting

Maximum Strength - Composite Material

Maximum Reliability - 3 Year Hub Guarantee

Maximum Economy - 4 High Performance
Replaceable Blades

Full Range Available - Suits most Brands
20HP - 300HP

Austral Propeller
Co. Pty. Ltd.
Phone: (02) 9533 1633
Fax:  (02) 9533 3302

Email:
sales@australpropeller.com.au

www.australpropeller.com.au

Trawler Beryl Il was the first of the company’s ships to be taken
up for war service. She was built in 1914. Davidson Collection,
Sydney Heritage Fleet.

Cams tried hard. They ordered several new trawlers to
be built in wood. The first and biggest was the Brisbane
Water built Patricia Cam. As soon as she was completed in
1942 the Government took her over. The Japanese soon
sank her near New Guinea.

Cams tried again. Mary Cam was taken over in 1942
and the brand new John Reid Cam by the US Army that
same year.

Cams kept pressure up on the Federal Government and
Alfie Cam and Duranbee were sold back to the company but
by then the company was ‘groggy’ and still could not supply
enough fish. Then a Japanese submarine attacked Duranbee,
killing some of the crew. The trawler was wrecked.

After the end of the war the company took a long time
to get its ships back from the Government and to get the
necessary repair work done and paid for. Charles was losing
interest.

The company began to concentrate on just fishing,
winding up several businesses while re-fitting the better ships.
[t took more than two years, to 1947, to extract trawlers
Mary Cam, Beryl I, Samuel Benbow and Olive Cam from
government's inertia but that year, on August 11, 1947
Charles Cam died. He was 66.

Son Rocco had been supporting his father during the war
and continued in this role but Charles had been the ‘engine’
of the organization and from Charles’ death the end of Cams
as a company was in sight.

Chargers & Batteries
Not all Batteries are the same

Gel - AGM Maintainence Free
Batteries : 40 Ahr - 260 Ahr
400 cca - 1450 cca
Chargers : 4 Amps - 200 Amps 12-24 Volts

Phone Now !
Ph. 02 9660 1755 www.durst.com.au
Manufacturers Since 19 . )
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HMAS Olive Cam, complete
with 12-pounder gun mount
on the foredeck. Olive Cam
was wrecked near Green
Cape in 1954. GKA.

Property was sold and pension funds were established
for members of the family. By 1953 all the vessels were old,
tired and expensive to run. Fuel was dear and fish prices
were low. A new NSW government tax of five percent on
fish imports was probably the last straw. Cam and Sons
closed its doors and sold its ships during 1955 and 1956.
The company was officially wound up in 1961, the year
that Rocco died.

So ended an important and interesting, little-known part
of the history of the Working Port of Sydney. &

I [ would enjoy contact with people who had anything
to do with Cams, either the people or the ships. Particularly
[ would appreciate access to photographs which would be
copied and returned intact. I would also appreciate similar
contact with people having knowledge experience and
photographs concerning Red Funnel Trawlers, for a possible
future article in Afloat. All such material would be copied
and returned.

*Graeme Andrews’ book The Watermen of Sydney can be had
from Boat Books, ABC books and all good book stores. Mail order
enquiries may be made to Stannard Marine at 02 9418 3711.
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51" Peterson

Racing/Cruising Yacht

Charters on Sydney Harbour

» Personalised/Corporate Charters * Sail or Motor ¢ Corporate Harbour Racing

Day / Evening Weekdays $250 per hour (incl GST)
Day / Evening Weekends $275 per hour (incl GST)

Maximum 18 guests Minimum of 4 hours for Sydney Harbour Charters

Mobile 0408 996 929 Randal Wilson
Phone 9968 1719  Fax 9968 1719

Email brightmorn@ar.com.au  Website www.brightmorn.com.au
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575 Church St, (02) 9630 0158
Warwick Farm

HomeTown, Sappho Rd (02) 9824 0944
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113 Batt St, (02) 4732 1960
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P 383 Princes Hwy, (02) 9546 3044 "Og,

NSW Central Coast & Newcastle
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87 Pacific Hwy, (02) 4325 1822
Tuggerah
168 Pacific Hwy, (02) 4353 4994
Belmont
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Tingalpa - Manly Marine World
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