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Missing Links To
Ancient People
of South Africa

By FEileen Davis, Reuter Correspondent in
Johannesburg
EXCAVATIONS to be started at the
port of Kilwa, some 200 miles south of
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika, may reveal
hitherto unknown customs of the ancient
peoples of Rhodesia and South Africa.

MR. F. A. Mitchell-Hedges,

explorer and
nuthor hupeul to discover at
Kilwa the remains of a cul-
ture dating back to before
the Persian civilisation
which began in the 10th
Century A.D,

These are expected to be
of great Importance in

tracing the history of pre-

medieval and even pre-
historic South Africa. .

Authorities believe that
the same pre - medieval
races who sailed with the
monsoon from the Mediter-
ranean basin to the east
coast of Africa, came south
to the Transvaal and
South-West Africa,

Kilwa now is a forgotten
port with a poor harbour,
Buy it had a romantic be-

inning. The sultanate of

ilwa was founded in 975
A.D. by Hasan Bin Alij,
Persian prince from Shiraz.

The son of a negress, a
concubine in his father's
house, he fled to escape the
ridicule of hig brothers and
sisters. He sailed down the
Persian Gulf and from there
the monsoon winds ecarried
him past Zanzibar to Kilwa,

About the same time, the
great temple and acropolis of

National Library of Australia

great temple and acropolis of
Zimbabwe were being built
some 17 miles south—east of
the modern town of Fort
Victoria, in Southern Rho-
desia.

Early Portuguese writers
described Zimbabwe as “the
Great Palace of the Chief.,”
To-day the name is gener-
ally accepted to mean
“stone houses,"

No record remaing of this
race of bricklayers, who
were probably swept away
in the maelstrom of migra-
tion as the Bantu race movs=
ed south,

That they are an in-
digenous Bantu people is
borne out, in the opinion of
lrchneulnm by the fact
that potsherds and other
relice found at Zimbabwe
are very similar to those

dluged by African natives to-

it the time of Zimbab -
we, the exploitation of Af
rica for gold, ivory, am-
bergris and slaves was in
full swing. Enterprising
traders came from the Red
Sea, the Persian Gulf, the
Gujurat and even the Far
East.
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East.

The Abbe Breuil, French
archaeologist, believes
that he has detected Egyp-
tian influence In pre-his-
toric rock paintings in the
Brandenberg Mountains of
South-West Africa. There
paintings are similar 1o
those near Fort Victoric,
but much older than those =i
Zimbabwe.

The Abbe belleves thot
the figures on this friesv
have an Egyptian origin an«
that the story told is yet
another edition of the An
cient Fgyptian legend of
Isig, Osiris and Horus. One
animal-headed god is, he
thinks, the wicked set who
killed Osiris—the figure of
a youth who followg him
with bew and arrows, the
avenging Horus. Osiris’
son—and the “White Lady”
none other than the god
dess Isis, wife of Ogiris,

Weight is lent to the Al.
be's belief by the fact tha:
an Ushabti figure, a small
statuette of a dead man
which the Feyptians buried
with him to ward off evil
spirits, bearing the name
of Thotmes III, was found
403 miles from the mout)
of the Zambesl River. As
the figure of this VIIIth
Dynasty Pharaoh was found
in the moist earth, the idea
that it might have been an
gypti.m one was discard-

Beveral other theoric«
B rt this belief.

t is thought that th«
“Sapga,"” the small-bone!
cattle of Rhodesia, are f
Egvptian origin.




