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No

place for a

“forty=niner”’

From |
MAC JEFFERS |
s HERELL be

scramble o st
claims, no Eldorades,
night

ets under way in the
- Territory,

Nearly 100 geologists a

e =i

v

ts in Arnhem Land are
ing explored by big minilng
companies. Cisims have also
been made for mica deposits
in Arnhem Land,

The tantalite - columbile
depogita found near Darwin
have nal yet been worked:
but operations are expected

fortunes mody( 4o begin next “dry.
Australia’s lotest minir

i

! Tentalite-columbite 15 used

In the manufaciure of alloys
for jet engines.

Other mineral deposits, lesa

men will fan out across spectacular but ne less im-

ritory Iater this year.
They will search

urantum deposits and tlknown and mined
check on radio-active oren few

already reported.

portant, include bauxite, tin,
wolfram, and

Bome of these have been
for quita
i bt none ia yet

being fully exploited.
The impact of Rum Jungle

And the bushmen will p development ls airead

equaily as important as
the scientists in this

rugged country—almost
inaccessible in parts.

Mo one vet knows just hnw
much uranium there ix in
the Territory. In addition tn
big finds at Rum Jungle and
Edith River. an aerial sur-
vey last dry season located
more than 100 radio-active
outcrops In the country to-
wards the gull.

These discoveries are in
dificult country, and [ew
have been examined by gen-

logists. The humid and
soaking wet season  han
stopped ground activities
temporarily.

# Territory has =&an
amazing variety of minerals
Inow In world demand. Last
|financial year — for the first

(time in {is history — ?odue-
11:;: figures topped £1 mil-
The qulckening interest in
the north's minerals la re-
flecied in & bill pessed by
the NT. Legislative Council
to empower the Administra-
tor to grant permils for
mining on native reserves

Silver-lead and zinc de-
s in .trnhm___l:tﬁg_!_rg

il ni s e

National Library of Australia

felt In the Terri ;

predict that within four
yemrs more than 1.000 men
will be employed thers.

Many of the deposila are
In poor, hungry land, or
rufnﬁd. inaccesaible country
With the big problems of
transport and water tconser-
vatlon to overcome, bald en-
terprise, broad wvision., and
big money will be nesded (o
make the Territary's min-
erils & really valunble assel
to the nation.

On Marchinbar Island, in
the Wessel group, off the
Arnhem Land const, and on

the mainland Itself. near
Cape Arnhem, vast fde ta of
bauxits will be worked by the

Aunstralian Aluminium Coms=
mission, A  Oovernment

CAPE ARNHEM
ARMNHEM LAND

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article23228441



AT LT

RUM JUNGLE

\ ®

KATHERINE

J

ALICE SPRINGS

!

kesman sald recently that

u.dnpmlu could be Aus-
Hllll s biggest dollar saver,

Ceologists sstimate that
these deposits can produce
sufficient bauxite to su l;r
the Aluminium

Bell !l‘:;ulut in Tmnl.

for st 't.ll.'.l

tln mhm ll:l.tbl;ﬂ‘:.

according to surveys geo-

tg%ilt-l. mlr lnlh Amlrl.l'.h
However, nmtm

are sinking only shallow

shafta and mining the rich

the Territory ia t
concentrated m t.hn m
grade ores. A copper content
of at lemst 15 per cenil, ix
needrd 1o make the sending
of the ores ta Port Kembla
for ireatment an economic
proposition.

A big atep in boosting cop-
flﬂ‘ production has been the
natallation of & precipita-
tion plant at the Home of
Bulllon mineé near Alice
Bprings. whirth will make
possible exploitation of low-
grade ores.

Min production  was
over L£1 million last year.
What will It be in 10, 20, 30

ye&g? Territ il
¢ TerritnTy ia wide apen
— Its surface ia barely



