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Our Coa

By FRANK REID.

HAT portien of pur coast extend-

I ing {rom Broome to Port Dar-
win might well be termed the
cradie of Australlan romance
Years before Captain Cook salled his
frail craft along oiur esstern shores it
was the rendervous of freebooters and
adventurers, Dampler had threadsd
his way through the isles off the coast
in his ship the Roebuck, and Dampiers
Archipelago still perpetuates Lhe name
of the fameus buccaneer Many other
spofs on the Nor'-west coast are macde
attractive by Dampler's  assoelation
with that'Jocslity. The name of the
bay, on the shores of which the town
of Broome stands, 8 calied after the
buccaneesr's ship, and there I8 also
the creek where Dampler sought refuge
from the flerce blows which periodic-
ally aweep over and devastate this
hurricane region of Australlan waters
Jutting out from the foreshores of the
Lown & & causeway. obvioualy not the
work of Nature, but considered by
local historians to have been bulll by
Dampier's men to factlitate loading
and unloading when the Roecbuck came
into port.  Traditiom says Lthat, some-
where In the zand adjacent to the
causewny, the buccanesr  buried
tressure, but so far the secret of the

coverad-up hoard. if there be any.
has nol been solved.

Sufficient evidence has been dis-
coverad durlng recent years to
that proaz for a long period. probably
centuries, paid annual visits to the
Nor-wes{ coast. No douht gold
pearls, and lusclous Lrepang ngrm&
specially attractive to them, dur-

ing thess early voysges the Mualavs
mult h.l.:l'ﬁ L:Irl:.!mﬂf“d from our northern

coast m of pounds’ worth of spoil
In the shape of trepang. pearls, gold,
E:-rtﬁ-ahlu. sandelwood, and other
i il A

Malay Proas.

]T Is also known that s fusion of
"~ Malay blood heas been made with
the aborigines, for aww
ve beem found many light, yellow-
skinned, sturdy-limbed,  big-bodied
natives, with a better facial angles and
features of a softer, more intelligent
easl, These always displayed n braver
{ront than their derker-skinined
fellows, and In batile foravs a light-
akinned native waz always invariably
chosen &s leader amongst them.

A fleet of Malay proas was discovered
on Pebruary 17 1803, in the Malay
road, south of the Cotion Islands b
Captain Matt Flinders. The chief
of the proas, who was named Pobassoo,
informed Flinders that there were
then u the coast, in different divi-
alons, proas. Their objec: was to
Eet trepang. Pobassoo had made seven
g R
nmnm:mmﬁum:wﬂ'ﬂn
accustomed to  flah  for mp&ni

t the lands In the vielnlly o |
Java, ;ut in bygone yesrs one of the
proas was driven by @ monsoon to the |

nfzt the latter
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|| for smokittg trepangz. ahchorsd

sts of Romance.

Java, DUl In bygone yemrs one of the
proas was driven by lﬂmunmn ta Lhe

ﬁml:!‘m coast of Australia, i‘;ﬂ' {ind-
abundant con-
tinued to ﬂnh there since that tme.
The Malaya

beat hauls of pearls on the coast
Thirty {un back the master of a
proa called the "Lakara” showed a

bottles full of pearis. He alsp stated
that during the previous L pﬂ;:.
buf. no doybt, & great number of these
were inferior, 'rﬂ':mn-
Malays, for whom they saved them.
and received in exchange grog and
plied to the natives was awiul atu
and the drinking of 11 led to many
In the past the erews of these praoas
met with some awful calamities. On
Ing with 13 corpaes, all far advanced in
decay, Iying on the deck,. The cause
crews of the pross have also  been
massacred by the aborizines, Bome
ln was attacked, but the Mala
captain kept the natlves at bay wi
ally reached Port Darwin after ier-
rible hardships, On another occaslon

visitor from Porty Darwin six pickle
taken away M htm
collected
the pearls during the absence of the
tobacco. The liquor the Malaya m?f-.
tragodiss.
one pocasion o proa was found drift-
of this cdisaster was & mystery. Many
ﬁnu back the crew of the Erang
an old carbine, and the proa eventi-
the members of g wrecked proa’s crew

defended themselves for several days
against the aborigines. and eventuyally
escaped with the Inss of several of
thelr men. Beores of proas have been
wrecked between Broome and  Port
Darwin, and the crews massacred,

Early Navigators.

‘."IMI'Y relics which were once the
k! &

property of early navigators and
adveniturers who visited ouf Nerthern
coast have been found from time to
time, but It is to be regretted that
few of them have found thelr way Intg
our museums. Several years back
Peler Erickson. an old Port Darw'n
resident. discovered an ancient cannan
at Cape Bougainville. As this was o
notorious place for flerce blacks, It is|
glirmised that the weapon wis mount-
ed here for the protection of ships
while they were waterlng, Johnsog, a |
Morwegian at Port Darwin, found on
Bathurst Island m temahawk roughly
made from a plece of iron, and whi
resembled the stome axes af the dm
past. The aboriginal who owned the
relig stated that there was o tradi-
tion smomgst his tribe that, lang be-
fore the arrival of white settlers in
| the Territory. a aail vessel  waa
wrecked on Melville Island, and the
erew were massacred by Lhe blacks
This tomahawk, which came from the
wreck had been treasured by the tribe
|Bince the disaster, Another remark-
able diseovery, little known st  the
[ time, was made ln 1814, near Brooms,
A Tugeer N gearch of mangrove woor
off
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for smoking trepang, anchored  off
the coast :;.:d ]mzl;ltd a8 party., The
master aof e |uggeT came upon a
Fmall cave some ﬁsunca inland, and
by maichlight he found on the rock:
floor an ancient rusty sword, a brass
belr buckle, two shoe buckles, and
several bBittons and colms  Btuck in
B crevice was & rusted knife, and be-
slde 1t was carved the letters "PER."
Other letters had been obliterated by
time. Evidently some old-tims sallor
had died there., and he may have
been one of Damplier's men who wa
marooned,

Pearls of Price.

{‘IU'RICIU‘EL'! enough. In nons of

“  Dampler's chronleles 1§  there
any ment of pearls, and, Indeed,
even now, on the apol, you ofly hear
of them in s vague, general sort of
wyy. and [ew people are privileged to
handie the big that coma liom
the deep. The Broome pearier loves
tm:n?und his dil&ﬂﬂ with h;h:
. of mystery, caglonally, howe
ever, Robinson angd Norman, the lead-

ing local merchants, wnose luggers are
numerous on the grounds, permit the
Biranger a view of some prize brought
in. €. an oval-shaped gem of scin-
tillating loveliness, Iny embedded tn
the heel of & shell, awaleng the criti-
cal operation of releass to decids ejither
8 f{lawless pear]l of great wvalue aor
mere baroque. "If it comes out un-
scathed." murmured Norman, "It will
be worth E2000." Bubsaquently he was
able o ;Inmunu the luwmhdﬂ#r-
Brance & Efm eager sught for
the London market &b the flgure
mentioned,

Broome waters have given uﬁ_l pearis
of much higher price, and thers Ia
a story of one, found about 15 years
ago In shallow d:%uu by a native
swimming diver, ich broughi the
phenomensal sum of £16.000. The famed
“Bouthern Croms” lifted at Cosanck
in 1874, was sold for £10,000, Then
there was the pear] presented to a well-
known West Australian journalist, who
hugged it to his bosom untl]. under
the molstening atmosphers of a

E aummer day, IL melied away
He had been lreasuring a prominent
brand of pill put up on him by an
unfeeling practiea] joker.

Weird tales are current in Brooms
of pearls of wonderful lustre sold
by night in lsy-up time and one of
the most sordid took place in 1907 In
that year = Jewlh buver named
Lelbgild was lured out pne night by
three Malays with Lthe promise of a

rl ht{g- ut:t ﬁtln‘l.mu B30 In

tlothes ma 8 purchase; was
stabbed, robbed, and thrown Into the
creck, The Malays were gulekly ~ap-
tured and hln.nrln mntle, and
to add to the original story the decoy
Wis motl o pesrl, but merely o glass
m&hlu from the neek of a lemonade

e,

——

M'Carthy: “Did you FL your hua-

band ty see & specialist, as 1 md-
vised?"

DEANG o see & speclalisi,

Vieed 7'

as I

[T, 0]

Bporting  Wife: "Yes, and he sald
John's aystem wag !l wrong, which,

of course,
2

Mason."

knew. for Jehn never
winnar all st
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