The Malay Proas on our Coast.

CRUISE OF THE FLEETWING.

FroxM Mr. Alfred Searcy, Sub-Collector
of Costoms, we have recviverd the follow-
ing interesting particnlars of the recent
crnise of the Fleetwing steamer, which
was chartered by the Government to take
down the party of Customs officers, and
Police Constable Stott, the Iatter going
for the purpose of trying to effoot the cap-
ture of the aburiginal murderers of the
Chinese sawyers in Bowen BStraits, re-
in this jonrnal a few weeks back.

Accompanied by Messrs. Pinder, How-
ard, Morico, Luwinll. EEE.PM‘I’J aml Cas-
(in r), ort Darwin on
:‘I:E mmf.t 12.30, in the steamer
Fleetwing, 21 tons, commanded by Cap-
tain Duncan, and arrived at Port Easing-
ton the mext day. lliara we I’un_nd: e
Sreo Pas Sair, engagod in pmmhng or
shell, but Captain Chippin reported
that they Iu.::lp been unsuccessinl. They
had been in Bynoe Harbour, and had
also tried portions of the coast on the way
from there to Port Essington. While at
the latter place P.C, Stott made every
endeavour to induce the natives to bring
in the murderers of the Chinese sawyers
in Bowen Straits, but althoungh great
E’ﬂﬁlﬂ were made by the natives they

led, or did not try, to affuct the capture,
Next morning, I had all haonds and a
nnmber of blacks at work, taking in wood

and water, and made a start at 1.30 p.m.
I took Mr. Robinson and three natives on
board here and left Morice in Robinson’s
gm By 9 o'clock we were well in

Straits, and being moonlight,
determined to proceed, at 1.30 am., all
clear, Robinson acting as pilot. By day-
break on the 14th we were off De Courney
Head, by 8 picked upthe Soath Gonlbourn
Island.  We could see the Tor Rock which
is many miles inland. 1t is a fine land
mark, and stands out a great square dark
mass. Having wind and tide against us,
we did not miake very good way and it
was twelve before we between the
South Goulbourn and Sims Islands, We
wara cheered soon afterwards by sighting
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were cheered soon afterwards by sighting
a dredging canoe and very shortly opencd
ont twn in a verynice and apparently
well sheltered bay. [ understand that
this spot is & now camping place, the old
one an island a little to the castward hav-
ing been washed away. We had to make
A Em round to clear the reef and event-
ually t up near the proas at Z p.m.
in two fathoma of water. Tha masters,
Rimba and Poi Nando, came on board.
I had no dificulty with these men and
they paid dnties, ete., without a murmur.
I saw here a native who some years ajo
was taken with several others to Papua
where they were employed diving. From
what I could learn, I think that it was a
clear ease of kidnapping. Next morning
I stwrted the men to work at cutling
wood and hard work it was, the only
available wood being mangrove, and a
mangrove swamp is anything but a deair-
able to work in, 1 employed
ahout 30 natives to assist in the cutting
and earrying the wood to the boats. 1
was rather surprised that any turned up
to work for the Malay camp was only a
short distance away, but I faney that it
must have been the sight of the Kapalapi
(steamer) that did it. The Macassars
seem (o have some pecnliar customs.
When they first come on the ocoast and
before they begin trepanging they lower
to the bottom a new plate which containa
portions of the best food they have.
Acoording to the blacks, the previous
night they had performed the ceremony
of making wind apparently thinking it
was time to shift their nd. I paidall
the blacks liberally with tobacco and rice.
We finished the wood by seven p.m., and
I think all hands were satisfied. At 5.30
a.m. on the 16th we were away again,
but disl not make very good progress, it
heing four o’clock before we sighted Haul
Round Island, and by the time we had
felt one way inside the veef it wan dusk,
and anchored in 7} fathoms. The reef
extends for a great distance and at Jow
water bas a very ngly lovk. Right in the
centre is a small sandy island covered
with lonz grass over-which, when we
steamedd in, we maw thousands of birds

flying about. When the moon rose we
il ia ey [ N1 VERGTE, MRV (SR e T RV
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flying about. When the moon rose we
thought we would land. and look for a
turtle, but no turtle waa forthcoming.
One of the black boys started running
after a bird which he canght and then we
all commenced the same sport, and in a
quarter of an hour we had about

ve dozen. They turned out to be a
small gnll, and excellent eating the
proved. It was great fun while it lasted,
and we were pretty woll drenched with
dew before we had finished. The island
must have looked lively for a short time ;
dark figures rushing about their hands
full of bin's. Every now and then a
figure would take a dive into the pruss

withia yell * I've got ancther.” Frowm

the noise and fuss made by the birds, it
was plain they were not used to such
visits. Dy 11 p.m., we were on boarl
agnin, well satisfiel with the evening's
amusement, At 6 a.m. we steamed nnder
Haul Round Island and an agreeable sur-
prise awaited us; three largo stacks of
wood close to the beach, which npon ex-
amination we fonnd only wanted cntting
in half. [t had been ent by the Malayn, |
and 1 shonld think that they had made
all preparations to commence fishing, and |
then suddenly left. -1f they go hack they |
will no dombt be surprised also to mee
theircamp cleared of every stick, especially
as they have to bring nearly all the wood
from the mlinlﬂni This ia not a
favourite camping place, for the nalives
nre awfully treacherous. Bome time ago
they killed the master of one of the proas,
so next year the brother went there and
pretended to start fishing. He managed
to make friends with the natives, a lot of
whom he induced to cross from the main-
land to the Island, and then opened

them with his twoe pounders. A few
managed to make to the water, but the
Malays were in the canoes waiting for
them and finished them. We naw several
fires upon the mainland, hut no natives
put in an appearance. After breakfaat,
we went on shore and carried foar
fathoms within two boats length of the
bench. Found smakage npon the beach
so [ had two wells sunk to facilitate the
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s0 [ had two wells sunk to facilitate the
watering. We walked about a quarter of
the way round the island, and then
struck across, when we found an old 3
which took ns right into the jungle where
everything seemed to grow most luxu-
riantly. It was very pleasant there ; now
and then you wounld come across a little
glade and everything was cool and bright

the dew still being wpon the grass and
trees. The birds were very tame. In
some of the old native camps we picked
up shells which if found in the neighbor-
hood most certainly indicate that peml-
shell is not far off. [ think that if ever
the land on the Liv River is taken
up and shipping frequent it, Haul R u :d
Island will be of some importance, as
there is splendid anchorage under it. It
would make a splendid depit for
or trepany fishers. Good soil for garden

urposes, grass for sheep, and the jungle
or pigs. There is no doubt that a few
natives would have to be shot before such
a settloment could be made safe. We
foundseveral tamarind troes there and af w
ca roseberries growing near the camp.
We had all the wood 0n board by 12, T
axemen and four or five men ing to
the boat, having made short m :i; the
heaps. We caught some very fine tre-
valli during the afternocon. At 12 p.m.
we made s start and the weather looked
anything but promising but it cleared up
soon after. Just after daybreak I put a
towline uvver—one that fhml procured
from a Macassar at (Goulbonrn Island,
and soon hooked a Bne big fish. After
playing him for some time managed to

t him alongside. In my anxiety to get

im on board, I jerked him on board
rather violently, and his teeth struck my
left hand, gashing two of the fingers right
to the bone, I bound the cut up, hivi
first put plenty of vascline on the woun
and in & week had healed. The fish

i quite and was something

like a baracouta. e caught another
soon afterwards, and then a shark about
fonr foet long took the hook we going at
the time about five knots, but we g.i.ln
on board, We ran in, and had a look at
Sand lsland, but no there, so
shaped a courss for the dmmﬂ.ila Islands,



shaped a course for the Crocodile Islands,
fin f Castlrengn By Ly iiday. o
tion mi ) e
went as close to the i h{:l"? could,
but the water was very a a long way
from them. By keeping towards the
mainland there a to be any
amount of water. At four o'clock we
sighted Sandy Island, anchored under the
lee of it at 6.30. We saw some tremen-
dous sharks here. At G a.m. on the 19th
we steamed into Cadell Straits, and
anehored inside in seven and a-half
fathoms, having had very deep water
right in. "A Tut number of natives
were on Elcho Island and the I'nnl:;;ll‘hd
bul appoared to be very suspicions of us ;
it was n long time beforo wam::uld induce
any of them to come alongside. The
natives we had brought from Port Essing-
ton, like all the coast natives spoke
Macassar, and 1 do not think that we
would have succeeded in inducing the
others to come on board if it had not
been for them. At any rate, once on
board, I did my best to make friends with
them, and gave them tobacco, rice, & .
There ia little donubt that they look upon
the whites as enemies, especially since
the duties have been levied upon the
Malays, as they do not get the quantit
of spirits they used to, It is a well
known fact, however, that whites from
the sea are far better received than those
coming from inland. There was one very
knowi th on boanl—he had just
retnm';j m: Macassar where I sup
he had been duing the La Grunde TEH.
and he informed us that he had three
large bottles of immensa pearls which he
would bring if we granted his wmodest
rognest—a request so modest that we
might just as well turmed back and
litted out afresh. He then gave us to
understand that we were at liberty to cut
his threat if he did not bring the pearls.
Ile was informoed that when he brought
the pearls we would consider the question
of eutting his throat—he never gave us
the chanco. No fear of the blacks part-
ing with anything while Macansar men
are on the coast, The unatives said thut a
number of proas had passed there,
ut their statementa were very contradic-

Favwenr Mha WMalawa alwasws mac dha Shalio

UL ENeIT FLATeIMONIs wers very contradic-
tory. The Malays always use the Straits
never going outside, Several of the
natives said they remember Cadoll guing
there. After breakfast, we had to start
at woodcniting again and [ employed
a number of natives but they soon gut
tired and crossed over to Elcho Island.
[ took every precaution agsinst surprise,
and saw that the men were properly
armed. Just as we were taking the
last boat load of wood a large alligator
came within a few yards of us but I did
not allow anybody to fire as I did not
want to frighten the mnatives. Frow
what I saw and heard afterwanls, how-
ever, they seemed to fully understand all
about firearms. A fellow came up to me
touched my revolver, moved his hand,
and said ** Boom, boam, boom.” It hal
rained on and off all day and gencrl
indications showed that we were in fo
some dirty weather. At dayhreak on the
20th made another start and it was blow-
ing hard from the S.E. with heavy rain.
We steamed down the Straits and had

water from four and a-half to saven
| fathoms right vp to pateh shown by
Cadell as one fathom, where we Louched

lightly. but after waiting for some time
and doing some sonnding we mana to
croas {o the mainland side, and gnt into
deep water agnin and eontinned until we
got * half three,” when tha captain deter-
mined to anchor and do some more
sounding. We had another try, and got
down soine distanco nntil we a ed
the other one fathom patch, but not find-
ing a channel had to ran back into deep
water and anchor. It now blew a

and at times the squalls were terrifie with
very heavy rain, In a short time our
bedding and clothes were ty well
soaked, and we had to continne in this
predicamont until the 24th, when the gale
| moderated. It was weary work, seven-
teen all told, in a small steamer. Just
befoie we anchored we noticed on the
| north end of Elcho Island what at first
looked tul be I: great rul‘:;:n of smoke ris-
ing rapidly, but i ion, i
ing ‘»dm_:: bat apon clos r inapection, it
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mng rapany, Dus upon closer Ins 1on, 1t
ltul"n trllth:beﬂwhu‘lbm We
managed to make friends with the natives
here and they visited us every day. The
natives showed us the channel used by
the Malays. It was more towards the
mainland, whereas we had kept close to
the island. The captain sounded and
found the passage. On the morning of
the 26th we steamed towards the main-
land and got into the . Wae then
felt onr way through the Straits between
the mainland and Alger Island the chart
giving no soundings, but we found deep
:laler, nutl bottom m::d reven fathoms. “'tll'he

nlays always this passage and it
maves & long steam for those making
Arnheim Bay. We then shaped a courve
for Arnheim Bay and passed some fine
islands, the scenery npon which i:;ilr some
instances was very picturesqne. e ran
e Eha By A schicend doinas dlksnes
from an island on the west side, where
Bapa Paloe was supposed to be anchored,
a gentleman whom I was anxious to
caich. We landed at the old ecamp on
the island, and had a most disagrecable
wade throngh soft mud and rotten shells
and coral ; to all appearance no body
had been at the camp for years. It
wonld make a fine picture. It was
furmu;l‘ under some il:m;:lnaﬁ:m'“ind
trees of a great ; the o place,
being over grnﬁ with weeds and
creepers and alongside the fireplace ia
the grave of one of the masters of a
jra who was murdered there some
years ago by the natives. At one time
there had beem a mort of a fence round
it. One of my natives, ** Moyont,” by
namé, who was present when the mur-
der took place, but who says he hal
nothing to do with it, tells the story.
A Dblackfellow went on board the proa
and demanded some tobaceo and spirit.
The master refused and then struck
him. The man did not appear to take
offence, but remained apparently friendly
towards the captain and soon after
tumpted him to go ashore and thence
into the bush where he was set u

a number of natives and killed. They

cook aml helped themselves to the stores,
Mo nr Coxrrsren)

then went on board the proa, killed the
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