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BREECH-LOADING ORDNANCE OF
THE MIDDLE AGES.

RECENTLY a most interesting consignment
arrived at tke Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. It
consisted of three bronze guns, manufactured
evidently at an exceedingly early date, al-

though in a most perfect state of preservation
as regarded the various parts, and which
were forwarded from Portsmouth by Admiral
Milne, to whom they had been sent in tran-
sit from Rhodes by Her Britannic Majesty's
consul. We understand that a considerable
amount of óorrespondence has taken place
with reference to these and some other guns
of a like nature, which were accidentally
discovered by a diver at the bottom of the
sea near Rhodes, and were at the time being
sold for the sake of the metal which was

contained in them, with a view of melting
them down. Fortunately, however, this

was arrested in time. These curious speci-

mens of warlike constructive art are supposed
to belong to a period anterior even to the
date of the battle of Cressy, when guns are

said to have been first used. But the great,
interest which attaches to them is contained
in the fact that two of the number are

breech-loading pieces of ordnance. These
are about five feet in length, and would
contain a ball from four to five pounds weight.
At the breech end is a chamber, sufficiently

wide and deep to contain a large vent-piece,
which can be lifted in and out by means of

a handle. This vent-piece is not solid, as in

the Armstrong gun, but has a space hollowed
out within it evidently intended to hold the
cartridge. Whether the ball formed part of

the cartridge with the powder, or was ram-

med in afterwards at the muzzle, cannot be

ascertained ; but as the calibre of the barrel
is greater than that of the chamber, it would

appear that the latter surmise is correct. A plug
passing through the breech of the gun and

through the solid end of the vent-piece kept
the latter in its place when the charge was

fired, but there is an orifice in the cascable
of each of the guns which may have con-

tained a breech-screw. But the material
is so much eaten away that it would not be

possible to determine whether there had been

a thread upon the orifices or not. The vent

hole is at the side of the vent-piece handle,

and so contrived as to be exactly upright



so as

when the plug is in its place. On the trun-

nion-piece of one of the guns
is the figure

of a lion with wings. In a similar position

on the other is a human figure apparently
holding a book. But the carving is so nearly

obliterated that it is difficult to distinguish,

whether these images are human or other-
wise. Such was the breech-loader of pro-

bably the fourteenth or fifteenth century.

Perhaps one of these days we shall be digging

up the portable field telegraph which was

I

used by Pharaoh in keeping up a communi-

cation with his base of operations when

pursuing the Israelites ! The third gun
is art

ordinary-looking weapon, somewhat similar
in shape to those which were used in the last

century. It has a bore of 3§ inches,

measures about S feet in length, and is also

of bronze, but does not bear the stamp of

antiquity as the rest.


