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PLANE SINKS SHIP,

R
A Survivor Taken Prisoner.
(From Qur Special Representative.)

SOMEWHERE IN AUSTRALIA,
ek 26.—An amazing episode, be-|
lieved to be unique in the war, fol-
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[ the men for half an hour machine-
‘| gunhing them, but by diving under
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lowed the sinking by an enemy .plane
zt of a Small navel vessel, HMAS Pat-
ricia, near Wessell Island off the
north-east tip of Arnhemy Land,
After sending the ship to the bottom
with a direct Lit and bombing and
mschine-gunning the survivers in
the water, the enemy plane alighted
01l the sea and took prisoner one of
‘= the persénnel of the ship. He was
: wearing onily a pair of shorts and
| | was maoreover hard of hearing,
! The Japajnese pilot clam?®
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Urew Bombed In Waler.
wWhiiile the drew was struggling in
the water—most of them were suf-
fering severely from the effecls of
the explosion—the plane dicopad
anothier bomb in among them, kiil-
ing 2 rating and 2 native members
of the erew. It then circied over

the water all escaped serious injury.
The brutality of the attacks removes
the possibility that in takine a
prisoner from the water the Japanese
were acting from a humsnitarian
motive.

After the plane had made off the
survivers put the more seriously
wounded nienn on a damaged raft
which had been blown off the ship
and improvised other rafts from
fofsami to which they clung froem
time fo time. Wessell Island was
visibie, but after paddling and swim-
ming for 4 hours the survivors found
heriiselves no nearer to it. At night-
11l however & strong current car-
led them southwards. and in the

of the cockpit on fo o
L jand called to this
i nearest of the g~
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Supvivers from a small Allied
igfx‘; ‘;ugk .off the Australian
coast after they had been
landed at an Australian port.
| Seated: Ordinary Seaman
' Murray of Mackay, Qld., and
i in hed Ahle Seaman M. R

—morning they|
> d ofi!l

e e TR O S et e 1

kil ki

&

g

S




