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NIton o T PArLy Of POLce sRLisrcg
there for the wet geason, anticipatine
a possible mttack by wild blacks, A
few weeks azo the Marouora, from the

eastern ghores of the Territory, brough!

to Darwin tidings of the almost certain
murder of two wWhite prospectors, Koch
and Arinsky, in the Fltzgmaurice coun-
——— try of the Vicloria River, It is not the

first time that the Maroubra has car-

E p ic Of Scliters Pllivios

MXCEPT for the passing of two coas-
L tal steamers, monthly from the

O S east and hl—manlt;uy fbr?;: d:l;e we%
swinging round a wa

ur eas circle to Darwin these two :h.l;, each

of them 26 tons and flat-bottomed for

R the passage of the rivers, are the soli-

By ERNES'NNE HILL tary pilgrims. each on its own beat, of

more than 2,000 miles of coastline prac
GROPING their way by tically uninhabited.

charts that Flinders

made from the masthead of
the Investigator in 1802, two
little cargo-ships, the Marou-
"bra and the Noosa, are lo-
day the sole links with ciii
lisation of a couple of thou-
sand miles of North Austra-
lian coastline.

Neither of these vessela s fitted

with wireless; each is uttorly ont of
touch with the world for weeks at
a time,

The story of their voyaging sacross
the hurricane-swept waters of the Ti-
mor and Arafura Beas and the Gulf of
Carpentaria, through the jungle water-
ways ol magnificent tropie rivers, and
along unknown and uncharted shores
where the natlves are still frankly hos
tile, will be read, in years Lo come, a8
one of the most inspiring chapters In
our sea-history.

% < < %

l{EGENT tragie events in the Terri-
bory have focussed a bright
llght of publicity on these two ltthe
ghins of t‘ﬁu North, useléas in the mat-
ter of defence, vet surely the most gal-
ln:;ti in Auahinltluin Wﬂ.tel'llj:m Giite 2
r arly across ulf from
Burigggwnﬂn Queensland, to the
Roper, the Noosa has been commis
slontd to extend her journey to Groole
landt. carrying stores and ammu-
nition to the party of police statioped
there for the wet season, anticipatine
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T'he Maroubra in a reach of the Daly.

To book your passage In either—and
the mamﬁlhdmbmh—htn
hlamnhm with wind and sea

and down the challenge to ad-
venture, But don't ask for a state
room, with bath.

A swag unrolled on deck under the
wheeling t of the night skies, a
“thumb- ' of salt goat and bread
a fortnight old snat on the hatch

roubra, little more than An overgrown
launch, out lnto the rollicking
waters of Indian Ocean, that are
Et.hthummmﬂm,brnﬂt

menacing huwrricanes. Her way
lesa and the
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gentle geometry of nulwood

wood and the white-lim%ed paperbarks
Clouds of brilliantly-plumaged cocka |
toos fly screeching bef-re hér, heron |
and crane and jabiru stand motionless
in the shallows, and at dawn and dusk
millions of geese and quail and water
fow! darken the skvy.

Barter With Natives g

T every bend of the river she ls mel
A hy uihea of the Berinkan and
Mulluk-Mulluk, out in their crude
canoes paddled by a bamboo pole, liv
ing silhouettes clad only In ol
scarlet, eager to trade fish for tobacco
:‘;:m b:hde gnﬂebnnt&‘ ad!::ldl n;he!runhe:.

ur r u ngines,
literally thousands of crocudiles make
fay thair Ammy ¢ o= —w i Tl s anngpE iR

lts silver ripples. For, for all its beauty
lmci wealth of natural history and
natlve life, the Daly 1s the most notorl
ous breedng-ground of the great scaly
brutes in the whole of the north,

For two in the river, the Marou
bra makes round of the peanut
farms, whera a few settlers are
faithful, hting the ever-victorious |
jungle ungfu-hnudad. Into those dug- |
out canoes angd at the police and copper '
landings, she unloads her lttle quots
of stores, bags of flour and tea, sacks
of seed .Jemutl, colls of fencing
wire, the cases of “lron
clads’ that are always the prin
tipal ltem of diet of these settlers, tak-

casie boy. E \ | m ACEIW] Arcn  Bno u'l.nn:gh ;j}:-l

I look-out 1n the Gul). Tt?p:g::rt Tﬁ:ﬁ"ﬁ:ﬁ" ﬂlehul.nd
8 B . comm 0TS
Odd Places Of Call for the bext trip, and their jetters home
(QUT where there is no signal but a Mosquito Hordes
Tt it trmaeiod [FROM the Daly It Js another 100
skirting islands and shores unreciaim
from the wilderness save for the occa- F&H -i‘.fu”‘? sea to the Wfﬂpl'#t
slonal gbandoned camp of A Dbeach- Reata Polnt Pekise. and wacst of i
and unloaded by more or less clyilised e mutllmnh e roea the
blacks, sometimes calling to a Chinese m h'l‘ﬁiﬂ swarms of countless
saw-mill of the Liverpool River for a millions. & Chi forkiars o Domieetts
cargo of cypress pine, and once in twe trated malaria, Navigable for 90 mile
yvears or so, when the hunters are in to G s T Victorla is a
the vicinity, putting in to the old mill erent proposition from the
S, iiggiehs o P Alaiigiog Daly. e low mangrove shores and

It is 100 miles south-east of Darwin,

just below the deserted tin-mining set- urlce station man
tement of Anson Bay, that she enters ﬁr. except In E:"::m time
the mouth of the Daly, onc of the love- lives wholly alone, and one hill,
liest and most remote corners of Aus standing clear of the range L 48
tralia. and adventure begins. a5 Bradshaw's Tomb. On the
For 70 miles, crisply her prow cuts beaches below, many years ago, they
through narrowing reaches of slver in Mmﬂlnﬂ;a remains of Pred Bradshaw
this glorious tropic river, its deeply | and other white men. tomahawked
wooded banks clothed with the living to their deaths on the launch Bul-
g}'een nrﬂhnnﬂnn :ﬂﬂ I‘ﬁfh““gftpﬁd WAITS.
o5~y Datlve fig, p Yy clum
raﬁlus th?tﬂthe th%k man “t::nqs'g! Lost For Three Weehks
oliage of vines and Crecpers g RRIVED at the d tumble-
in graceful arch and gar! with A At the depot, a
zentle geometry of nutwood and milk- ~s..00%n landing In the mangrove mud,
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“* down landing In the® mangrove mud
".att; t;l;' I;tht“mlhlm mud,
for the outlying' stations of the Vio-

m!mmmmmm
e lonely

From

o5 B et
found dead in their camps, derelict
luggers drifting with the after the
slaughter of a Japanese crew, white
prospectors and trepangers who failed to
put in an appearance at the rendes-
vous under suspicious !
On the trip, sometimes months

later, ahe carries out police ies to
search for the guilty, and br them
mhm'n&hﬂﬂ:hh—m:m
E'ualomnn ; ar mur-
der in the court, Ozc mutr
she has been lost or disabled herself,

stranded on shores where the blacks are
uncertain, oz held up elthar by a hurri-
cane or the rising of the rivers, at the
mmﬂm wet. to the tops of their

There was one oceasion, only last
{e , when three weeks overdue, -zith no |
ldings received, Darwin had given up
hope of seeing genlal Jack Havles and
?:'Dﬂﬂﬁp rbe ] f:ed hen
argan w the
missing Maroubra hove in sight.

Cruise Of The Noosa

Nnt less her:.ll;:i and &an emn ll:mh:;e ple-

e Teona =
ter in desolation, the  Noosa ' tiny
T Tt Yol Sloce  to6

n

cich month for a thousand miles. The
Noosa is manned by a whole family
Captaln Fred Ruska, his wife, who ac-
companics him as mate and house-
keeper, and his eldest son. to swing the
lead and tend vhe old-fasnioned englnes
to say nothing of Sandy, cook and chief
stewart, a burly young Torres Straii
Islander, who can do more with pump-
kin and sait goat than any liner chef. |

st
(s u.:?:f ol k IIIII

q‘?:’
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Crew of the Noosa—father, I-'m}tﬁﬂr,,
and son.

Each month the Noosa
afie, " e oo i b

Wward Group, with a call to the -
terian mission at Huminmmm
E:Ilhllﬂuﬂ;lh :E tihe Gl.ll‘lf. Threading the
ands that few seen  since
Flinders—islands of blo -

sand
BeA-gracs, where the turtles and -
birds nest in myriads, undisturhed"?n
a silence of centuries, 45 miles up the
Macarthur River, she comes to the
ullimate settlement of Borroloola, &
B Permianent Dol oeh, wiih
she js held up e
and ehallows

with

sticks and beacon them with hﬁung

s o T Digli pasing, Over lie
n

the Vanyuells Siea . o0 by ohe of

To The Mission Station

' FROM the Macarthur, 90 miles across
3 the Limmen Blght, she-makes to
the Roper., Congo the north, cut-
ting its broad silver track through the
jungle, and navigable for 00 miles at
any tide ang at any eeason by a boat
drawing elght feet of water. The
Noosa vels them all, her only stop
o iien uh ives A e s
ce &
it.lon 30 miles further.

Her malls delivered and her stores
carried un the hanks on the shoulders
of the natives, she hurriezs down again
and, across the bar, faces the stead:
beating of the trades, that blow mer-
cilously for ten months of the year in
the Gulf.

Helpless For Days

LONE on a wide sea., helpless for
days, with her oll-tanks lashed
down and her galley ecareering abou'
the de~k, =he battles every step of the
wav, 300 miles to the lee of Mor-
nington. Many a lme she iz lenn
miniously driven back to the felend-
for shelter or stranded on & sandban’
waiting while the Gulf blows over to
E:w Guinea and hId:TIr H:Ehn.:jr a t?r
r crew, no hope o ting a fire
aboard her, lives upon ship’s biscult
and raw potatoes and cold water, whey
those sweening ﬁwﬁnﬁ: mm :tlfrr“
days' journey o e, n
natched and repatched. twice already
thes ghip has gone down, once in th-
Mararthur and once in the Roper. Re-
floated esch time with the help of p
'mob of myalls, still ghe lives to te!
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DOELO CECN T WIKD e DeElp oo

'mob of myalls, still she lives t.u te“
tha tale. Ehnu‘d she m=et the same
'fate In the Gulf, it would be gond-byr
'to her brave little famil

i
:
g
E
E‘E;
R
g

serenity.
ing for the Wandana sgain. There
in the nu'et evenines, Bandv bends his
b'ack fusxy head over a comic in th-
minlature for's'le, wh'l» the
rett'e to three-handed hrﬂn un th-
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